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and Ministers, Senators, and Members of Parliament
thronged the Council. He went on to expose the
fallacy of supposing the old country to be played out
and to be seeking Federation in her own interest.
On the contrary, she might be self-sufficing, with no
relations with the Colonies, and he, for one, wanted
more. His aspirations leant to the absolute pre-
dominance of the Anglo-Saxon race throughout the
world. The United States had federated under the
utmost difficulties, and there was no reason to despair
of our future. Responsibility for foreign policy, and
for defence, were the two practical considerations in
view. He was sure that any plan for federation must
arise from a colonial, not from a British demand, and
the watchword must be equal social, moral, and
political rights for every subject of the Queen,
whether white or coloured, whether he lands on these
shores or whether he lands in some other part of the
Empire.

In replying to the toast of his health he reminded
his audience that whereas we had started a colonial
system with governments closely modelled on our
own, we now had exactly changed. The colonial
Governments had become much more democratic, and
the movements that we take are a closer approxima-
tion to their forms of government. The Federation
Question, therefore, had an incalculable influence on
the future of this country.

Later in the year, Rosebery, on behalf of the League,
asked whether the Government would convene a con-
ference to report on the possibility of closer union.
Lord Salisbury warily answered that they would receive
with all respect any suggestions that the League might
make for modifying Imperial relations, but they did
not think it within their province to summon a meet-
ing of delegates. If the Colonies desired to consult
they could do so without help from-us. The interven-
tion of Her Majesty's Government might be taken to
imply that they were prepared to make representations
for establishing closer and more substantial union.